Vilmarie Cintrén-Olivieri is a teacher and a Presbyterian Ruling Elder. A life-long Presbyterian, she
considers serving as a Youth Advisory Delegate (YAD) to the 205th General Assembly (1993) a pivotal
experience in understanding for the first time the scope of being a connectional church. Soon after
serving as a YAD, Vilmarie was ordained as a ruling elder at the Iglesia Presbiteriana en Caparra Terrace,
San Juan, Puerto Rico. At some point in her life, she has served at the session, as a member and chair of
several presbytery committees —including the Committee on Preparation for Ministry and Nominating
Committee—, vice moderator of Synod Boriquén and council member, a commissioner to the 212th
General Assembly and as a member of the General Assembly Committee on Theological Education.
Vilmarie has found great joy in working as an interpreter (Spanish/English) at the biennial General
Assembly meetings since 2006 and at the past two Presbyterian Women Churchwide Gatherings. At a
professional level, Vilmarie holds a B.A. in Education (English as a Second Language) from the University
of Puerto Rico and a Master’s in Education (Curriculum and Teaching) from Turabo University.
Dedicating most of her adult life to education, teaching high schoolers and adults, she began her
teaching experience as a Sunday School teacher. In 2011, Vilmarie and her husband, Rev. José Manuel
Capella-Pratts, moved from San Juan, Puerto Rico to Miami, Florida, where he is the pastor of First
Spanish Presbyterian Church. Since moving to Miami, Vilmarie has taught ESL to adult students from all
over the world in a language school in Miami. A member of First Spanish and a PW (Presbyterian
Women), she has served as the Moderator of the Presbytery of Tropical Florida (2017), is currently a
member of the Leadership Council, serves as clerk of the Presbyterian Hispanic Latino Caucus, Synod of
the South Atlantic chapter, and is a faculty member of a CREDO team. An organizer at heart, she loves
arts and crafts, decorating and...Christmas! Vilmarie also enjoys spending time with friends and family
relaxing over a good cup of Puerto Rican coffee.
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