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February, 2023         Kathleen Keefer, Editor 

Moderator’s Musings: 
Greetings from frigid South Dakota.  
First, I want to be sure all Presbytery Moderators are aware there will be a Zoom Moderator’s Conference Feb. 16 
3 p.m. CT and 2 p.m. MT. This will be a 90 minute structured conversation. If you haven’t received the emailed 
flyer, please contact Lana or I. 
Second, just a reminder that there are two more Zoom treasurer trainings Feb. 4 at 3 p.m. CT [2 p.m. MT] and Feb. 
7 at 2 p.m. CT [1 p.m. MT]. These cover the same information, so you need only attend one. These sessions are for 
all treasurers at all levels and everyone who may ever consider being a treasurer or anyone who wants to know 
what our treasurers are doing and why. So basically, everyone in the Synod! Again, if you didn’t get the emailed 
flyer, contact Lana or I. 
Our leadership at the national level are listening to the concerns from PW groups and are responding with these 
kinds of resources, so let’s utilize them to create a stronger PW. 
Next I want to encourage you all to be involved in your Presbytery meetings. Many of the overtures and 
resolutions passed by the General Assembly are coming to your Presbyteries to be voted on very soon. Read up 
on them and join the discussion.  
Some excellent books I read this year that pertain to some of these issues are: 

• Trust Women by the Rev. Rebecca Todd Peters, a Presbyterian minister 

• The Turnaway Study by Dr. Diana Greene Foster 

• Unclobber by Colby Martin, published by the Westminster John Knox Press 

• No Justice for Agnes by Wayne Fanebust 

• Understanding Poverty by Dr. Ruby K. Payne 
The first two address women’s autonomy and reproductive rights.  
The third one is a guide to rethinking our misuse of the Bible on homosexuality. 
No Justice is based on historical events in South Dakota and deal with wealth and justice. 
The last one was written in 1996 but was revised in 2005. It is an eye-opener. Who knew there were hidden rules 
we all follow, whether we live in poverty, are middle class, or wealthy? 
I am looking forward to reading the book, What Kind of Christianity by Dr. William Yoo and attending the Webinar 
that has been arranged as part of the Justice & Peace Book Study, Feb. 13 at 5:30 p.m. CT [4:30 p.m. MT]. Dr. Yoo 
looks at the devastating history of self-interested and self-justifying white Presbyterians using their wealth, 
intellect, and even Scripture itself to defend slavery and define Black persons as racially inferior. So maybe saying 
‘looking forward to reading’ is not accurate because I’m sure this will be a hard read, but so necessary if we are to 
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move forward as a denomination. Please read and use the Litany of Repentance that came out of the General 
Assembly. The first step to healing is to recognize the hurt and ask for forgiveness. 
Winter is the perfect season to stay indoors with a good book and a cuppa. A cat on the lap is nice, too. 
God bless each of you. 
In Christ, 
Louise Van Poll, Moderator 

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

FAITH---WHAT’S ENOUGH?  

By Karen Moore, Wellspring 365 Meditations to Refresh Your Soul 
Jesus said to him, “If you are able!—All things can be done for the one who believes.  Immediately the father of the child cried out, “I 
believe; help my unbelief.”  Mark 9:23-24 
Most of us can empathize with the poor father who struggled with his faith in the story Mark has noted here.  We want to believe.  
In our best moments, we do believe.  In our worst moments, we question what we believe.  We’re not always certain we have 
enough of this thing called faith. 
Alas, we can’t buy more faith on the open market, but we may be able to buy into the concept, the idea, the fact of faith in such a 
way that we do indeed receive more of it.  Perhaps faith is something like love.  The more of it you give away, the more of it you use, 
the more you have.  If so, why don’t we look for every opportunity to share our faith, to ground our faith, to substantiate our faith in 
such a way that lack is never a problem?  When someone we love is struggling in their life, we call on our faith knowing that with 
God all things are possible. 
Take a moment and measure your faith quotient today.  Is it enough to get you through every twist and turn the day may take?  If 
not, start the day with one request.  “Lord, help my lack of faith” 
Lord, help me depend on faith and on you in such a way that nothing can really shake it, nothing can take it away from me.  Help me 
know that with faith in you all things are possible.  Amen. 
 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

TOGETHER IN SERVICE 
By Pat McKisson, Committee Chair 

‘Answering the call to be the hands and feet of Christ in the World.’ 

Together in Service, formerly known as Mission Opportunities, is one way that Presbyterian Women 
support mission.  In addition to undertaking self-selected mission projects, we can also be “Together in 
Service” through financial gifts.  The generous giving of Presbyterian Women to Together in Service 
funds mission initiatives such as health care, education, reconciliation and healing, poverty relief and 
more, as well as support for existing denominational and ecumenical programs. 

Presbyterian Women answer the call to be the hands and feet of Christ in the world.  Whether it’s by 
picking up knitting needles to create a blanket for a child in need or picking up a crowbar to participate 

in disaster recovery work, Presbyterian Women get to work when there’s a need. 

Presbyterian Women also offer ongoing support to local church or community projects, committing to answering short-term needs 
in their communities, or providing goods, labor, or financial support for Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) mission work. 

Your Together in Service Team, Janine Brandt, Audrey Fenton and Pat McKisson, are identifying missions we would like to see your 

P.W. groups embrace plus adding other suggestions on how to be Christ’s hands and feet in our communities and around the world. 

For 2023, our main focus for missions will be: 

1. Native American Relationships/Partnering with the Dakota Presbytery 

2. Bullying – Blue Hat Initiative 

https://www.presbyterianwomen.org/what-we-do/support-mission/together-servicemission-opportunities/
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3. Prescription Bottle collection for Matthew 25 Ministries  

4. Gifts of the Heart kits. 

5. Church World Service kits. 

6. Hands on knitting/crocheting missions for women who may not be able to get out for other projects but are able to do this 

type of project at home. 

Our committee is developing a ‘Together in Service  Book of Projects’ Native American partnership opportunities, mission ideas and 

other suggestions.  It is being sent to all the Presbytery Moderators within the Synod of Lakes and Prairies.  They in turn will forward 

it on to all church P.W. Moderators within their presbytery.   

Our hopes are that this book will give everyone a reference to Together in Service projects that are already being supported and 

additionally we hope to give someone a chance to embrace a new mission that speaks to them.  Everyone is urged to review the 

booklet and send any mission ideas to Pat McKisson (e-mail pmac0247@gmail.com) that your churches have and would like to 

share.  These can be added to the document as it is updated.   

The Together in Service committee looks forward to developing and sharing resources with all of the P.W. groups within our 

presbyteries. 

 

Faith of a Child – Helen Steiner Rice 
Tiny hands and tousled heads 
That kneel in prayer  
By little beds 
Are closer to the  
Dear Lord’s heart 
And of His kingdom  
More a part 
Than we who search  
And never find  
The answers to our 
Questioning minds=== 
For faith in things we cannot see 
Requires a child’s simplicity. 
                  Photo by Kelly Sikkema via Unsplash.com 
************************************************************************************************** 
 In the Nov./Dec. 2022 issue of Horizons (pg. 34), Magdalene Lewis, advocate to UN Economic and Social Council for 
PW PC(USA), reported:  “The United Nations designated 16 Days of Activism against Gender-Based Violence.  On Day 2 
of the 16 Days of Activism 2022, UN Women offered a list of ten ways to end violence against women. 

• Speak up, speak out. 

• Know the issue—and the signs. 

• Call out sexual harassment. 

• Challenge beliefs on masculinity. 

• Fund women’s organizations. 

• Call for better responses and services. 

• Demand more data. 

• Push for stronger laws. 
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• Support women’s leadership. 

• Build solidarity with other movements.” 
Magdalene Lewis offers this prayer: “God of love, we give thanks for the signs of determined life and hope among us, 
even if they sometimes feel tiny and overshadowed by forces that seem so strong and dominating.  We pray for life-
giving power that we receive from you.  We pray for all people who work courageously to end gender-based violence.  
We pray for all people who protest in the streets, squares and churches.  We remember and give thanks for the lives and 
legacies of those who are no longer among us.  We pray for all who have not yet learned to express their emotions and 
affections.  We pray for those who have chosen to dominate others through violence, that they will feel your guidance 
to repent of violence and find peace.  We pray for wisdom and guidance for all who courageously seek help to break the 
cycle of violence.  We pray for all institutions and shelters that welcome survivors of violence.  We ask that you hear the 
cries of our siblings who have been gravely harmed by violence, including refugees and trans women.  We pray for the 
churches and individuals who offer comfort to those experiencing gender-based violence.  We pray for love, peace and 
justice among us.  Amen.” 
 

2023 Annual PW Gathering for Northern Waters Presbytery 
Thursday, May 11th  9:30 Registration, 10:00 Program begins 
Celebrating the Strength of Women 
‘Her beauty stems from her fortitude and wisdom’ 
Proverbs 31:25 “Strength and dignity are her clothing and she laughs at the time to come.” 
Psalms 139:14  “I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made.  Wonderful are you works, my soul knows it very 
well.” 
Speaker:  Marilyn Stone “Unwrap the Gift of Presbyterian Women” 
Location:  Lakeside Presbyterian Church, 
4430 McCulloch Street 
Duluth, Minnesota 
Contact:  Betty Opland   phone: 218-626-1055  email address:  oplandbetty@gmail.com 

***************************************************************************** 

Go Directly to the Lord – Helen Steiner Rice 
Waste no time in crying  
 On the shoulder of a friend, 
But go directly to the Lord, 
 For on Him you can depend 
For there’s absolutely nothing 
 That His mighty hand can’t do.  
An He never is too busy 
 To help and comfort you. 
         Photo by Milada Vigarova via Unsplash.com 

================================================================================================== 

DO YOU HAVE WHAT IT TAKES??? 
The Synod Search Committee is looking for a few good women to fill leadership roles within our synod.  We 

are searching for an Area 3 Moderator. Area 3 consists of: Prospect Hill, North Central Iowa, John 
Knox, Missouri River Valley, Des Moines and East Iowa.   This is a 3-year commitment. 
We are also looking for a Synod Secretary. This is also a 3-year commitment. 
So, if you are interested, or know who may be, please email me at hdougherty2018@gmail.com 
Thank you in advance for your help. 
Peace and Blessings, 
Hope Dougherty, Moderator, Northern Waters Presbytery & Search Committee Representative. 
 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

mailto:oplandbetty@gmail.com
mailto:hdougherty2018@gmail.com
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EXCITING NEWS!!  PWSCT is looking for volunteers to serve on the 2025 Synod 
Gathering Committee.  If interested, contact PWS Moderator, Louise Van Poll 
(lcvanpoll@gmail.com) with your ideas, suggestions, site options and willingness to 
serve. 
 
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

Luverne PW held their annual Mission Sunday activities. 

The pictures show part of the donations that were given 

to some of our local places where needed. This was held 

in November. On January 22 we had our church soup and 

dessert meal after our church service. We have proceeds 

of $779.57 all to be donated to the Southwest Crisis 

Center. Our quilters have given 12 quilts to SHARE and 

also 4 quilts to the Southwest Crisis Center.   

 

 

Women’s Leadership Development and Young Women’s Ministries 

• We support national networks that target specific groups of young adult women. Currently there are two national 

networks supported by the office. National Network of Presbyterian College Women serves college age women 

(ages 18-25). Racial Ethnic Young Women Together serves racial ethnic women between the ages of 18 and 35. 

• We can provide young women with opportunities to serve in various leadership positions at a national level. Our 

office partners with other PC(USA) agencies to increase young women’s voice and representation in the church. 

• We organize national and regional events that offer young women leadership training and opportunities for 

networking with peers and mentors. 

• We seek to globalize leadership development of young women by partnering with ecumenical agencies. 

If you’d like more information on this ministry, contact Jewel McRae at jewel.mcrae@pcusa.org or 800-728-7228, ext. 

5848, or 502-569-5848. 

************************************************************************************************* 

 
 
 

mailto:lcvanpoll@gmail.com
mailto:jewel.mcrae@pcusa.org
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FELLOWSHIP OF THE LEAST COIN     
“Around the world the Fellowship of the Least Coin (FLC) brings connection and comfort.  Whether one 
prays for wholeness for all people, setting aside a coin as a symbol of that prayer, … the Fellowship of the 
Least Coin changes lives.”  Liza B. Lamis, Int’l Comm. of FLC, Horizons (Nov./Dec.2022, pgs.17-20).  FLC 
2022 Project Grants of $3,000 were given from FLC’s Prayer Movement to: 
Raising the Voices of Single Mothers in Burundi; Self-reliance for Disadvantaged Widows in Cameroon; 
Educating Community on Challenges Facing Women in Tanzania; Purposing Religious Approach in 
Sustainable Engagement (PRAISE) in Kenya; Livelihood Improvement Through Livestock Production and 
Climate Change Adaptation in Malawi; Feeding the Body, Mind and Spirit: A Holistic Shelter for Foreign 
Domestic Helpers in Hong Kong; Reconciling Distressed Women to God’s Deep Comfort in Philippines; 

Youth Leadership Training in Thailand; Women Doing Theology in Laos; UnMute Now, ‘Empowering Generation Z’ in United 
Kingdom; New Beginnings after the Pandemic—Ecumenical Prayer Chain in Romania; We Needle in Lebanon; Montessori Materials 
for Benevolent Lebanese Evangelical School for Special Education and  Development (BLESSED School) in Lebanon; Psychosocial 
Support to Children and Mothers in Lebanon; Empowering Refugee and Low-Income Women in Jordan; Stop Gender-based Violence 
Against Women in Papua New Guinea; Stop Stigma, Discrimination and Violence Against People Living with HIV/AIDS in Papua New 
Guinea; Women and Girls Access to Education in Papua New Guinea and $1,000 to Economy is Care in Switzerland. 
More information at presbyterianwomen.org/leastcoin. 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

“The office of Racial Equity & Women’s Intercultural Ministries and PW awarded three church and community leaders 

with the Women of Faith Award.”  These individuals exemplify “Women Leading Movements for Positive Change:”   

1.  Lauren Jacobs, co-founder of Treasured Inheritance Ministry, which focuses on theological education, training church 
leaders and advocating for the end to gender-based violence across the world. 

2. abby mohaupt for her leadership as moderator of Fossil Free PCUSA, an advocacy organization working to end the 
denomination’s relationship with both fossil fuels and the harmful effects of capitalism. 

3. Tamara Williams, stated clerk of the Presbytery of Charlotte, was praised for her historical knowledge, personal integrity, 
calm counsel, and ability to connect with every kind of person.    Horizons (Nov./Dec. 2022) pg. 27. 

 

 

The next Justice and Peace Book Discussion on Feb. 13 at 6:30 p.m. is a special webinar with the author of What Kind of Christianity: 
A History of Slavery and Anti-Black Racism in the Presbyterian Church.  Author Professor William Yoo in this book demonstrates that 
to understand how Presbyterian Christians can promote racial justice today, they must first understand and acknowledge how 
deeply racial injustice is embedded in their history and identity as a denomination.  To sign up for this and other free discussions, 
visit presbyterianwomen.org/justice for information on specific dates for this year’s J&P book discussions and for a downloadable 
flier to share. 

================================================================================================== 

#Giving Tuesday is a particular day for reflecting on what matters. With grateful hearts and 
abundant faith, consider a gift to Presbyterian Women, an organization close to your heart! 
Your generous gift today ensures that Presbyterian Women’s vital ministries will continue in 
the future.  Go to www.presbyterianwomen.org/giving-funding/giving-tuesday and include 
“Giving Tuesday” in the Comments section. 

The next PWSCT meeting with PWP Moderators 

and PWS officers is set for April 14-16, 2023 in 

Luverne, Minnesota.  Please plan to attend and 

send your RSVP to Lana Schultz, PWS Vice 

Moderator, lanaj0@casselton.net by April 1st.   

 

http://www.presbyterianwomen.org/giving-funding/giving-tuesday
mailto:lanaj0@casselton.net
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*************************************************************************************************** 

 The Honorary Life Membership (HLM) program was established in the Presbyterian Church to honor faithful service to the 

women’s organization and to the church. More than a thousand women (and a few men) receive this honor each year, many on Celebrate 
the Gifts of Women Sunday.  
Funds derived from Honorary Life Memberships support the PW Leadership Development Grant Program. Grants from this program 
enable individuals to engage in leadership development opportunities such as the Churchwide Gathering, Ecumenical Advocacy Days and 
the UN Commission on the Status of Women.  

The meaning of the pin/pendant:  The caring, supportive hands represent women who seek to build an inclusive 
community of Presbyterian Women. The leaf represents growth of our personal and corporate response to Jesus 
Christ as we nurture our faith. The dove indicates our work for peace in our own lives and throughout the world, 
shown in the globe. At the center of the design is the cross, by which our sins are forgiven and we are freed to live in 
Christ who is at the center of our lives. The overall design is of a butterfly, a symbol of newness in Christ. 

In my church, the moderator decided that ALL women are faithful in their service to PW and to the PC(USA) and so all 

women were given a silver pin/pendant.  Leadership Development Grant Development received the money and grants 

were distributed.  It’s a win-win!!  

 

 

 

 

The next PWSCT meeting with PWP Moderators and PWS 

officers is set for April 14-16, 2023 in Luverne, Minnesota.  

Please plan to attend and send your RSVP to Lana Schultz, PWS 

Vice Moderator, lanaj0@casselton.net by April 1st.   

 

 
EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY 
Bdecan Presbyterian Church, Tokio, ND (on Spirit Lake Reservation) and PNP Bdecan Ministry 
Team is seeking an individual or couple to fill our Church Ministries and Outreach Coordinator 
position at Bdecan on a full-time basis. We are looking for an energetic person to lead worship, plan 
lessons and coordinate volunteers to teach Sunday School during Sunday morning worship, plan 
and implement various holiday parties and giveaways, promote Summer Church Camp Program, 
work with Mission Teams, reaching out to churches in Presbyterian Church and beyond to spread 
the story and do fund raising to maintain position and Food Pantry, update social media and 
website, coordinate food pantry and clothing closet by maintain records for Great Food Bank - order 
food - coordinate volunteers to work the day of food pantry. For any information or to apply send 
resume and cover letter to Donna Preston at preston@gra.midco.net. Hoping to fill position by May 
2023 but is open until the right person is hired. 

mailto:lanaj0@casselton.net
mailto:preston@gra.midco.net
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HOMESTEAD GATHERING:   

We were blessed to have received over $3,000 for our Synod Gathering offering. 

This money was divided 1/2 to the Susan LaFlesche Picotte Center and 1/2 to Marion Medical Mission. 

 

The money received by Marion Medical Mission was able to provide 4 wells. 3 wells are in Tanzania and one 

was in Zambia. 

Over 415 people will be served by our 4 wells. Your generosity will bless these folks for years to come. 
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JUSTICE & PEACE CALENDAR 

FEBRUARY 
Black History Month; blackhistorymonth.gov   
• National Teen Dating Violence Awareness and Prevention Month, teendvmonth.org  
1 National Freedom Day, state.gov/national-freedom-day-deepening-our-resolve-to-fight-humantrafficking  
1–7 World Interfaith Harmony Week, worldinterfaithharmonyweek.com  
12 International Day against the Use of Child Soldiers, redhandday.org  
12 Souper Bowl of Caring, tacklehunger.org 1 
2–18 National Random Acts of Kindness Week, randomactsofkindness.org  
13 One Billion Rising for Justice, onebillionrising.org  
13 J&P Book Discussion Group online, 6:30–8:30 PM (Eastern) Special author presentation on What Kind of Christianity: A History of 
Slavery and Anti-Black Racism in the Presbyterian Church by William Yoo (Westminster John Knox Press, 2022). Register at 
presbyterianwomen.org/justice  
22 Ash Wednesday; presbyterianmission.org/ministries/worship/christianyear/ash-wednesday  
 
MARCH  
• Women’s History Month, womenshistorymonth.gov  
3 World Day of Prayer, wdp-usa.org or worlddayofprayer.net  
5 Celebrate the Gifts of Women Sunday, pcusa.org/women  
5–11 PW Together in Action for Women’s Empowerment, presbyterianwomen.org/justice  
6–17 UN Commission on the Status of Women, unwomen.org/en/csw/csw67-2023  
8  International Women’s Day, internationalwomensday.com or un.org/en/observances/womens-day  
12 Self-Development of People Sunday, presbyterianmission.org/sdop-sunday  
13 J&P Book Discussion Group online, 6:30–8:30 PM (Eastern) Climate Justice: Hope, Resilience and the Fight for a Sustainable 
Future by Mary Robinson (New York: Bloomsbury, 2018). Register at presbyterianwomen.org/justice  
20 Mr. Rogers Day, presbyterianmission.org/ministries/theology-formation-and-evangelism/office-of-christian-formation/mr-rogers-
day-resources  
20 International Day of Happiness; daysoftheyear.com/days/international-day-of-happiness  
22 World Water Day, worldwaterday.org  
25–31 National Farmworker Awareness Week, saf-unite.org/national-farmworker-awareness-week  
31 National Farm Workers Day, nationaltoday.com/national-farm-workers-day  
 
APRIL  
• Sexual Assault Awareness Month; en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sexual_Assault_Awareness_Month Ecumenical Advocacy Days; 
advocacydays.org  
7 Good Friday; presbyterianmission.org/ministries/worship/christianyear/good-friday  
7 World Health Day; who.int/campaigns/world-health-day 8 International Romani Day; 
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Romani_Day  
9 Easter; presbyterianmission.org/ministries/worship/christianyear/resurrection-lord-easter  
18 Holocaust Remembrance Day; ushmm.org/remember/days-of-remembrance/resources/calendar  
21-27 National Agriculture Week; iatp.org  
23 Earth Day; presbyterianmission.org/ministries/environment/earth-day-sunday  
24 Armenian Genocide Remembrance Day; presbyterianmission.org/ministries/worship/churchcalendar/ armenian-genocide  

26 Denim Day; denimdayinfo.org 
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PW Native American Book Study 

Join us virtually as we grow through our book discussions to learn more about racial injustices and increase 
our understanding of Native American/Indigenous Peoples’ traditions, customs, and historical trauma.  We 
hope this leads to becoming better equipped to build relationships. 
 
February 6 (1:30 PM or 6:30 PM sessions) and February 20 (1:30 PM session) 
The Dull Knifes of Pine Ridge:  A Lakota Odyssey by Joe Starita  

Synopsis:   Joe Starita tells the triumphant and moving story of a Lakota-Northern Cheyenne 
family. In 1878, the renowned Chief Dull Knife, who fought alongside Crazy Horse, escaped 
from forced relocation in Indian Territory and led followers on a desperate six-hundred-mile 
freedom flight back to their homeland. His son, George Dull Knife survived the Wounded 
Knee Massacre and later toured in Buffalo Bill Cody's Wild West Show. Guy Dull Knife Sr. 
fought in World War I and took part in the Siege of Wounded Knee in 1973. Guy Dull Knife Jr. fought in 
Vietnam and is now an accomplished artist.  
 
February 20 (6:30 PM)  -  Session with author Joe Starita  
The author, Joe Starita, of “The Dull Knifes of Pine Ridge: A Lakota Odyssey” shares with us the research 
completed and conversations held in writing this book, what drew him to tell the history of this family, and 
how it has impacted his life.  Time to discuss elements of the book and ask questions will be provided.  It’s 
always an informative session with the author! 
 
February 27 (1:30 PM or 6:30 PM) viewing documentary, “On a Knife Edge”  
The documentary, "On a Knife Edge" that was released in 2017, takes us into the fifth 
generation of the Dull Knife family.  The film is 89 minutes in length and we would have a 
30-minute discussion following the viewing and a break. 
 

SUMMARY:  "Set against a background of rising tension and protest, a Lakota teenager, 
George Dull Knife, learns first-hand what it means to lead a new generation and enter 
adulthood in a world where the odds are stacked against him.  Filmed over a five-year 
period, and culminating with the events at Standing Rock, On a Knife Edge, provides a privileged view into the 
world of George Dull Knife as he becomes politically active with the American Indian Movement, confronts the 
challenges of growing up on the Pine Ridge Reservation, and wrestles with accepting leadership of his storied 
family from his father, Guy Dull Knife Jr." 

 
 

       Register by contacting Marilyn Stone at mmstone52@att.net  

       Provide the following information:  -Name  
         -Email address     -Phone #                                                                    

         -Presbytery    -Afternoon or evening study preference  
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Register today to join a book study . . .   
  

Spirit Car:  
Journey to a Dakota Past 

                       by Diane Wilson  
  

  

This book study is sponsored by Presbyterian Women in the Synod of Lakes and  

Prairies and led by members of the PWS Native American Concerns Committee.  

It is open to interested women and men across the synod, via 
Zoom videoconferencing (using computer or phone)  

There is no charge to participate, yet registration is required.  

      

Dates for 2023:  March 20 and April 3  

Daytime study begins at 1:30-2:30 PM (CST)  

Evening study begins at 6:30-7:30 PM (CST)  

 
Synopsis:   A child of a typical 1950s suburb unearths her mother’s hidden heritage, launching  
a rich and magical exploration of her own identity and her family’s powerful Native American past. 
 

In her thirties, Diane began to wonder why her mother didn't speak of her past. So she traveled to South 
Dakota and Nebraska, searching out records of her relatives through six generations, hungering to know 
their stories. She began to write a haunting account of the lives of her Dakota Indian family, based on 
research, to recreate their oral history that was lost, or repressed, or simply set aside as gritty issues of 
survival demanded attention. 
 

Spirit Car is an exquisite counterpoint of memoir and carefully researched fiction, a remarkable narrative 
that ties modern Minnesotans to the trauma of the Dakota War. Wilson found her family's love and 
humor—and she discovered just how deeply our identities are shaped by the forces of history. 
 

Register by contacting Marilyn Stone at mmstone52@att.net  

Provide the following information:  - Name  
- Email address   - Phone #  

- Presbytery   - Afternoon or evening study preference  
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PW-SLAP Coordinating Team Officers  

Moderator 
Louise Van Poll (2025) 
601 Kansas Ave SE 
Huron, SD 57350 
605-354-2397 
lcvanpoll@gmail.com 
 
Vice-Moderator/Interim 
Secretary 
Lana Schultz (2023) 
PO Box 891 
Casselton, ND 58012 
701-238-4538 Cell 
Lanaj0@casselton.net 
 
Treasurer 
Terri Sherman (2024) 
12244 N 84 th St. 
Lincoln, NE 68517 
402-441-2823 Work 
402-446-0063 Home 
402-525-6008 Cell 
terri.sherman@zoetis.com 
terrisherman@windstream.net 
 
Secretary 
VACANT 
 
Historian 
Judy Bell (2024) 
5217 Roberts Drive 
Greendale, WI 53129 
414-378-6437 Cell 
Jmoinebell@aol.com 
 
Search Committee 
Janine Brandt, Chair (2023) 
1362 175 th St. 
Postville, IA 52162 
563-532-9427 Home 
563-419-7371 Cell 
ripleyJB56@gmail.com 
 
Susie Rivera Amos (2024) 
PO Box 105 
New Effington, SD 57255 
605-467-0040 Cell 

kunshisusie@yahoo.com 
 
Hope Dougherty (2025) 
PO Box 223 
Manitowish Waters, WI 54545 
715-543-2669 
hdougherty2018@gmail.com 
 
Churchwide Board of Directors 
Representative 
Sue Ingels (2023) 
12627 M Ave. 
Fayette, IA 52142 
563-419-8751 
Syingels6@gmail.com 
 
Appointive positions: 
Together In Service 
Pat McKisson, Coordinator 
2532 Sumac Circle 
White Bear Lake, MN 55110 
651-773-5107 Home 
Pmac0247@gmail.com 
 
Justice and Peace Coordinator 
Kathleen Keefer 
315 N. 19th Street 
Clarinda, IA 51632 
712-542-0039 
kathleenkeefer20@gmail.com 
 
ICC Coordinator 
Hope Dougherty 
PO Box 223 
Manitowish Waters, WI 54545 
715-543-2669 
hdougherty2018@gmail.com 
 
Sower Editor 
Kathleen Keefer 
314 N. 19th Street 
Clarinda, IA 51632 
712-542-0039 
Kathleenkeefer20@gmail.com 
 
 
 

Communications Coordinator 
& Zoom Coordinator 
Lana Schultz 
P O Box 891 
Casselton, ND 58012 
701-238-4538 Cell 
lanaj0@casselton.net 
 
Native American Concerns 
Marilyn Stone, Coordinator 
3915 Lake Street 
Burlington, WI 53105 
262-763-0918 Home 
262-492-7921 Cell 
mmstone52@att.net 
 
Sharon Falck 
809 Turnberry Drive 
Grinnell, IA 50112 
641-660-7615 
Sfalck2009@gmail.com 
 
Donna Preston 
P O Box 276 
Grandin, ND 58038 
701-238-7414 Cell 
preston@gra.midco.net 
 
Ernestine Ireland 
P O Box 1491 
Poplar, MT 59255 
406-768-7663 Cell 
giveseagle@gmail.com 
 
LaVonne Looking Elk 
3729 W. Chicago 
Rapid City, SD 57702 
605-381-3488 Cell 
sllooking@rap.midco.net 
 
Kitch Shatzer 
27 Ash Lane 
Washington, IA 52353 
319-461-0266 Cell 
revkitch@hotmail.com 
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Ida Ashes Brown 
38630 Hwy 46 
Lake Andes, SD  57356 
605-469-5623 (cell) 
Ida1255@gmail.com 
 
Emma Grey Bull 
367 Bernard Street 
Agency Village, SD  57262 
605-268-3008 (cell) 
elgreybull92@gmail.com 
 
2025 Synod Gathering committee 
Louise Van Poll 
lcvanpoll@gmail.com 
11/1/2022 
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PWSCT Moderators/Reps. 2022-23   

Central Nebraska-Moderator/Rep 
Stephanie Sinsel 
1049 36 Road 
Minden, NE  68959 
402-641-0882 Cell 
Hepher35@hotmail.com 
Term:  2021-2024 
 
Dakota – Moderator/Rep 
Ernestine Ireland 
PO Box 1491 
Poplar, MT  59255 
406-768-7663 Cell 
giveseagle@gmail.com 
Term: 2021-2024 
 
Des Moines - Moderator/Rep 
Sharon Falck  
809 Turnberry Dr 
Grinnell, IA  50112  
641-660-7615 
 sfalck2009@gmail.com    
 
East Iowa –Rep 
Kitch Shatzer 
27 Ash Lane 
Washington, IA  52353 
319-461-0266 Cell 
revkitch@hotmail.com 
Term:  Dec. 2023 
 
Homestead – Moderator 
Joan Berglund 
545 So 28th St  
Lincoln, NE 68510 
402-440-5478  
joanlberglund@gmail.com   

 
John Knox – Moderator/Rep 
Janine Brandt 
1362 175th St. 
Postville, IA  52162 
 
563-532-9427 Home 
563-419-7371 Cell 
ripleyJB56@gmail.com 
 
 

Milwaukee –Co-Moderator/Rep 
Judy Bell 
5217 Roberts Drive 
Greendale, WI  53129 
414-378-6437 Cell 
jmoinebell@aol.com  
 
Co-Moderator 
Helen McMasters  
3595 Westshire Cir                 
Delavan, WI 53115  
262-740-1321  
mcmasters.helen@gmail.com   

 
Minnesota Valleys – Rep. 
Gloria Rust 
1657 200th Ave. 
Luverne, MN  56156 
507-283-4975  Home 
507-227-7393  Cell 
grust49@gmail.com 
 
MO River Valley – 
Moderator/Rep 
Kathleen Keefer 
315 N. 19th Street 
Clarinda, IA  51632 
712-542-0039 Cell 
Kathleenkeefer20@gmail.com  
 
N Central Iowa – Moderator/Rep 
Linda Hora – Rep 
1210 Southview Ct 
Boone, IA  50036 
515-230-9275 
lindatoindia@gmail.com  
 
Northern Plains – Moderator/Rep 
Lana Schultz 
PO Box 891 
Casselton, ND 58012 
701-238-4538 C 
lanaj0@casselton.net    
Term: 2021-2024 
 
 
 

Northern Waters – 
Moderator/Rep 
Hope Dougherty 
PO Box 223. 
Manitowish Waters, WI 54545 
715-543-2669 
hdougherty2018@gmail.com  
 
Prospect Hill – Moderator 
Audrey Scholten 
557 Central Ave. NW 
LeMars, IA 51031 
712-546-7608 H 
akscholten@yahoo.com  
 
Audrey Fenton – Rep 
1111 Meadowview Ct #4 
Sioux City, IA  51106 
712-276-6322 
wayneaudrey@aol.com  
 
South Dakota – Moderator/Rep 
Mary Jenner 
1002 Verendrye Dr. 
Ft. Pierre, SD 57532  
605-223-3136   

djenner@pie.midco.net 
 

Twin Cities – Moderator/Rep  
Pat McKisson 
2532 Sumac Circle 
White Bear Lake, MN  55110 
651-773-5107 Home 
Pmac0247@gmail.com 
Term:  2022-2025 
 
Winnebago – Moderator/Rep. 
Brenda Breitner 
5635 Jefferson St. 
Stevens Point, WI 54482 
715-341-6690 Home 
breitnurse@hotmail.com 

 

 

 

As of 11/1/2022 
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Presbyterian Women in Synod 
of Lakes & Prairies                                            
Kathleen Keefer, Editor 
PO Box 243 
Clarinda, IA 51632 

kathleenkeefer20@gmail.com 

 
 
 
 


